Pilot Wi

Red’s Coming-Out Party

A Viet Cong soldier holds

emerges from an underground
South Korean Marines

his ritle over his head as he

hiding place and surrenders to
who discovered his hiding place after «

fight with the enemy during an operation 18 mniles southwest of

Da Nang.
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Chapman: 30,000
Can't Be Wrong

S&S sninoton Buceay
WASHINGTON —
nding their tours is
at the rate of about a )mu dion &
month, accordi to Alurine
U)lps Commandart Gen. Leon-
. Chapman Ji.

Since the 1965 huildup in Viet-
nam, the Marine geperal  suid
more than 30,000 hid volun
exiended their tonrs by at |
x months and last Decermber
alone of 1the 8,000 Marines due 10
come home 3.200 decided to ex-
tend.

Chapman made these remarks
Tuesday in a talk hefore a Nuvy
League seapower symposium in
support of his belief that “Oux
Marines kunow what they are
doing is 11"ht They believe in

Pleiku to Handle
Jet Fighters

PLEIKU, Vietnam (Special)
— Pleiku AB soon will accom-
modate jet fighters, thungs to an
aircraft barrier being construc
ed by Detachment 1, 819th Civil
LEngineering Sq.

The 6,000-foot Pleiku runw:
normally does not handle jet
fighter aircraft. However, the
barrier will enable jet pilots ro
make emergency landings at
this central highlands base.

PLEIKU, Vietnam (Special)
— Piloting a fiail. unarmed ob-
servation plane, Capt. Albert B.
Morton stayed in the jaws
Communist ground fire for moye
than 11 hours to ilin air
strikes and  artillery barrages
that demolished an  cnemy
strongpoint.

Morton, a platoon leader with
the "191!1 Abrplane Co., flew an
01 Bird Dog from Plr:xku AB.one

what they ave doing — wand they
keep doine it

Chupuan wrines  in
Vietnzm hov 1 tanidards
of uncomplaining sacrifice and
xirévrrliun to duty.

Ve've given young
.m(l 149 the re
frnding villag
squad — d[l(l J
with his
and coui
ed. He's done rl with goud
ture and humor, too, 've ¢
mented many thnes on the sig
that he weites on his helmet,
truck, o on his sand-bag
butiker. Ie keeps up his marale
with those siyns — but he has
also given my morale a boost,
too.

“I'm ahways prond 1o be with
Mawines — but I think T stand o
bit taller when I'm with the Ma-
rines in South Vieron, They
have a spirit and an elan which
is 111~,mm

Cited by Viets

NITA TRANG, Vietnum
cial) — The Republic of
nam Ar mrd JFore
mendation ifice
cholo:
the 1V €
DL‘LII H

ers of 18
)OI lnln) for di-
th o« Marine
niprised us
competence

are opevations in
ical Zone has
C Flight, 5th
tions Sq. al Binh

recent morning 1o “look for ac-
tion.” He speedily found it.

Tracing a road southwest of
Dak To, he drew a shatiering
blast of fire from 30 to 40 auto-
matic weapons. Swinging hack
to locate its source, Morton next
diew fire from three .30 cal. ma-
chine puns.

The Long Branch, pilot
had alrcady called for artillery
and it was smashing in — hut

3y CPL. BOB PARTAIN

CON THIEN, Viemam (Spe-
cinl) — The Marine helicopter
touched down near Con  Thien
and  eight Marines  weairing
juoule utilities, their faces cam-
onflage-painted to blend with the
ruzged tervain, scurried out of
the helicopter and  headed for
the dense underbrush and cove

They were on their own, Their
mission: find the copemy and his
arms ciaches,

The eizht-man team from the
Jrd Recomaissance Bn. did just
that,

“The first sign of the enemy
came just after the helicopter
had put ns down,” recalled Cpl.
B. Williams, “As the chop-
tonk off, the pilot spotted
th Vietnamese Army (NVA)
sotdiers in front of our position.
They were firing at the helicop-

» bad moved about 160
vards and stapped Toir a security
check, when we beard  what
sounded like four or five groups
of two or three men cach. walk-
ing toward owr position,” said
Cpl. Mike Schatz,

“Broncos from MAG-39 (Ma-
Fine  Abrcralt Group 39) few
over and  spotted  the R
opened Tire on them and ('IU\L
VA away from us,”" said
Cpl. David P, Chreitz-
e, o member of the team.

The remainder of the day
passed without incident as the
Marines ulnmmsl\ searched the
15 of the encmy and
ms caches.

“On the third day we were fol-
fowinyg o H-loot- wide tiail when
- jumped out of a
tree and stated running,” re-
called Pyvr. Clay lnhb, point

Alert Gl

BACH KIEN. Vietnam  (Spe-
cial) — Bautlefield ;nonmlmus
are not pecessarily  rare i
themselves but when a brigade
and a battalion commander put
ina double  appe we 1o
handle the Jionors. it is an un-
usual event,

Szt James P Wirth, a recon-
naissance NCO with the 9th Jot,
Div., 2nd B, 4th Arty. was ein-
waged inoa combat  operation
when a ficlicopter diropped in on
the soggy batitefield.

Wirth was attached to B Co,,
5t Buo., 60th Inf., operating in
the Plain of Reeds last Feb, 2.

Out of the copter leaped Col
Jolm A, Hemphill, 3rd Brizade
commander and L. Col. Robert

Dirnmeyer, 2nd Bn., 4ih Arty.,
conumander.
Toweth they walked briskly

ap o Wirth, who was sporting
Spee. 4 stripes at the  time.
Hemphill whipped out a knife
and cut off the old stripes and
bhanded them to the obviously
nervous Wirth.

Then they pinned on his new
rank.

The red
tion wi

sour for the spot promao-
Wirth’s action during

ins 11-Hour ‘Poker Game' in Sk

now three S0-caliber machine
#ons were hammering  at him,
Then three more opened up.

Tt was like a poker game, As
Morton ¢ utacted a forward ai
controller and  called —in  air

llw enemy raised the
once more. A 37mm an-
tiaireralt gun blasted at the on-
coming fighters. Beiween  air-
strikes, three more heavy ma-
chine guns opened up — and

man for the patiol, o staved
in our positions and again radio-
ed for an aerial observer.”

Soon a Jight observation plane
was onostation to aid the Ma-
rines.

“When the AO arrived. he im-
mediately  spotted nine enemy
around us and called in another
Bronco. The pilot fired every-
thing he had at the enemy and
drove them away,” said Lance
Cpl. Oscar Murkerson.

The team also called in artil-
lery fire on the enemy positions
l)ll(l)l‘ \h\llm/ o move up the

“We started Lo pass some new
bunkers and then all of a sudden
were bunkers all around
us.” related Cple Mark AL K6l
ian. the  team leader. “We
checked out the bunkers and
found all kinds of ammunition in
tem. ™

Killian enteired  one  bunker
and foond fowr 12.7mm antiair-
cralt guns.

“They were just Jaying thern
next to the wall of a bunker,”
continued Killian, "They looked
as if someone had just disturbed
them, There was loose ammuni-
tion in the area and also spare
paits for the guns.”

“We radioed the battalion and
asked them what they wanted us
1o do suid Cpl. Joe K. Carra-
her,

“We were instructed to stay in
the area, that a reaction foree
wis en route 1o help as goard
the find,”" added Carraher,

When  two  additional  recon
Leams wrived to provide secur-
ity, the Marines set up a puer-
imeter defense Tor the night,

anm\ movement around the
i , however, persisted and

ets a Leg

another combat mission which
took place five miles northwest
of Rach Kien and resulted in
eizht Viet Cong heing killed.

B Co. was carrying out a nipht
operation when  one detiinee
was apprelienced, Wirth said the
detainee was supposed Lo lead
his it to some Viet Cong, but it
looked as if the wnit was being
Jed into an ambush.

Suddenty  the company came
under small arms and automatic
weapons fire from an estimated
two platoons of VC. The artillery
sergeanl’s reactions hrought
quick results and within minutes
liumination and artillery were
supplied the infantry unit, The
combined firepower of the in-
fantiymen and  artillery  drove
the Reds away, leaving vizht
enemy dead.

T oealted in and got the illumi-
nation and then an aerial ob-
server was sent to adjust the
tiliery,” Wirth  suid modesty
but his batialion commander [t
a little stronger about his ac-
tions,

Wirih came into coontry a:
infantyyman wiith a heavy w
ons  MOS, hut I\irnmv\'r:r

three 37mm’s fired at the secand
wive of Tighters.

Mmlun was over the target all
»way, adjusting 140 ronnds of
175mm artillery and also direct-
ing friendly ground troops as he
m.ulv repeated pas

The score — no | wndly casu-
alties,  while the Communists
lost four machine guns, about 12
Dunkers and an unkvown num-
ber of men.

ir-Ground Teamwork

Caches-in for Marines

was getting closer. Killian star
ed down a trench thit the enem:
had been using to approach the
KMarines’ position and  spoticd
four Red soldievs about 50 yards
down the trenchline.

“T jumped out of the trench:
and into another one and then
opened fire on them with my
M79  grenade launcher,”  said
Killian, “T stayed down: there an
hour until T spotted a few-more
of them going down « hill, jum-
ping from trench to trench, be-
fore T returned to our perimeter
lines.” .

The following morning Marine
engincers were flown into the
arca to blow up the large muni-
tions cache.

“We were standing  security
tor the engincers when I'spotted
another NVA soldier in a khaki
uniform  just walking alonz a
trail. 1 opened up on him and -
didn'tsee him get up again,™ ve-
called W)]lm.n.s. i :

Marine enginecrs  used 600
pounds of plastic explosives 1o
set up charges for blowing the
euemy ammunition. They were
soon ready (o clear out of the
arca. '

I'he complete cache  dis-
covered by the team included §,-
600 rounds of 12.7mm anti-air-
cralt ammunition, 800 rocl
propelied grenades, 1,350  mortar
rounds, 10,000 rounds of small
arms  ammunition, 10 ¢ ‘of
TNT, 11 cases of Chinese (,mn»
munist grenades and 1,100 @
sorted mortar fuses and otlu
equipment. All werve d

The four enemy
suns, discovered by Cpl.
were  returned  to Quang Tri
Combat Base, home of the Srd-
Recounaissance B,

pleased he made the change and
became a “)edlf"' > e said it
was  Wirth's “quick  reactions
and knowledge that enabled the-
company to repel the enemy al-
tack, T wish that we could get
more infantry converts  like -
him.”

Maj. Gen. R AL Hay
new  commander of
FForees in Vietnan. He succeeds
Maj, Gen. A, L. McDounald who
held the post from  January
1968 .md is now returuing o
Aust
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